311 Rescue by the Sister.

Two sisters, one after the other, fall into power ofa demonic suitor (cannibal, dragon,
magician, devil) and are taken into his (subterranean) castle [R11.1, T721.5]. There the sisters
open a forbidden room full of dead bodies, in the course of which the key (a magic egg,
apple) becomes bloody, or they refuse to eat human flesh [C611, C227, C913]. The demon
kills them for their disobedience [C920].

Using a trick, the third (youngest) sister escapes from the same fate. She finds her sisters and
resuscitates them by putting their bones together [R157.1]. She hides them beneath some gold
in baskets (bags) and persuades the demon to carry the baskets home without looking into
them [G561]. Cf. Type 1132.

The youngest sister pretends to marry the demon and leaves a skull (straw dummy) dressed as
a bride to deceive him. Unwittingly the demon carries this sister home in the third basket. Or
she smears herself with honey and feathers and escapes as a "strange bird" [K525, K521.1].
Cf. Types 1383, 1681. The demon is burned in his own house or is killed in another way
[Q211]. Cf. Type 312.

Combinations: This type is usually combined with episodes of one or more other types,
esp.312: 313, 403, 857, 955, and 956B.



